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Introduction  

  

 Welcome to the Spring 2016 edition of the sociolo-

gy program newsletter.  This publication is the beginning 

of the move towards ôpublic sociologyõ, specifically to 

make sociology accessible to the public and applicable to 

social problems.  In this edition youõll find student and 

alumni articles, quotes, art, and a summary of opportuni-

ties for involvement in departmental sponsored student 

groups (The Sociology Club, WISE, and JSU Students for 

Equality).    

  

 We want this newsletter to be valuable to you so 

please, please, please, share your feedback, suggestions 

for improvement, and above all else, your WORDS by sub-

mitting articles/musings/images (length flexible from a 

few sentences to several pages [above 10 pages would 

need to be justified) .  The articles may be in the form of 

papers you wrote (e.g. for a class, or blog) musings (e.g. 

insights you gained from sociology, responses to specific 

questions, or a relevant or hot topic; we may share inter-

esting statistics or research within the field, images you 

create or find that have a sociological message.  Finally, a 

special thank you to all the people who contributed to this 

issue.  We as a program and discipline thrive because of 

people like you.   

 

Direct any questions/suggestions and/or submissions:  

Cher Ami Editor: Dr. Tina Deshotels at tdeshotels@jsu.edu    
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Centrifugal vs Centripetal Forces 

 Centripetal forces are forces that act as a net. 

These forces ultimately connect the people of a country. 

This force can be common cultural practices or even pat-

riotism/nationalism. A current example of a centripetal 

force in act today is Nepalôs election of its first female 

president, Bidhya Bhandari. A country unified to elect a 

woman as president. This in itself is a surprising fete, es-

pecially when many countries around the world including 

our own do not view women socially or politically equal 

to men. It is quite substantial.  

 Centrifugal forces are those that contro-

versially rip apart a nation, or at least throw them at odds 

with one another. Centrifugal forces cause the formation 

of factions, or in some cases just larger divisions between 

already established groups. A current example we can see 

of this in the U.S. is the issue of voting rights. Republican 

state politicians all over are changing policies and pur-

posefully locking out voters likely of voting democratic. 

Not only is this probably the highest form of discrimina-

tion we can imagine in a supposedly democratic nation 

built on the very right to vote, it is also a heinous race 

crime and attack on the poor. We are now becoming a 

nation truly ran by the rich and the white. DMV closures 

are posing as a centrifugal force dividing our state and country even further in terms of republicans versus 

democrats. [If you are not sure why DMVs are important in this argument, Alabama is one of the states that 

requires certain forms of photo IDs to vote.]  If people cannot readily access a photo ID, or they have to drive 

a whole hour to obtain one, how feasible is it that these people, many who are poor, will be able to? Our 

numbers of poor are a lot higher than people think. Some people do not have cars. Some people work 2 or 3 

jobs and donôt have time to make the trip.  The closing of these DMVs was a strategic move against Demo-

crats. If you donôt believe me, check out a map of the Alabama counties that voted democratic in the 2008 

and 2012 presidential elections. Now look at a map of the counties with recent DMV closures thanks to our 

ógood ole boyô Bentley. What do we see but a substantial pattern? Now look at a map of the Black Belt coun-

ties. How it is that most of the Black Belt Counties (Counties in Alabama with 75% or more minorities), 10 

out of 12 to be exact, are facing DMV closures.  
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Are we going to settle for the sad excuse 

that, ñoh Alabama is getting poor, those counties 

donôt have enough funds to keep them open, be-

cause theyôre too poor, right?ò Well no, even if 

that case was true, is that ground to take away ac-

cess to a fundamental right such as voting. Are 

the poor no longer worthy?  

Sounds a lot like the historical issue of 

literacy tests to vote. Has Alabama reverted back 

to the ñgood oleò days of the óseparate water 

fountain eraô? Are we fine with the poor being 

marginalized? Will anyone speak up for change? 

Is voting not vital to Americans anymore? Or 

should we just unveil the truth that money runs the world now, forget about justice, equality, and freedom.   

 

Bidhya Bhandari Elected as Nepal's First Woman 

President. (2015). http://www.ndtv.com/world-news/

nepal-parliament-elects-first-female-president-
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democrats-ever-want-to-pass-a-law-again-they-need-
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Archibald, John. (2015) Alabama sends message: We 
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