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Elizabeth Robins published as herself shortly after the publication of The Open Question 

resulted in the disclosure of her pseudonym 

The regular column in Literature classified as "Among My Books" featured her recollections of 

The British Merlin: 

 

 

See end for details  
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Bottom of 115 
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Bottom of left column, p. 116 
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Top of right column, p. 116 
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Bottom of right column, p. 116 
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Top left. Page 117.  

 

 

 

Comments continue below.  
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Image of top of first page for the issue of February 4, showing Contents page 105.  

 

 

Among my Books was a regular feature of Literature, a Saturday supplement to The 

Times.  

 

Accessed through Google Books. University of Minnesota Library. 
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Link to the full volume IV January to June 1899, with location marker at the front 

page for February 4: 

https://www.google.com/books/edition/Literature/M4U4AQAAMAAJ?hl=en&gbp

v=1&dq=Literature+No+68+Saturday+February+4,+1899&pg=PA105&printsec=f

rontcover 

Due to the cover and preliminary pages which preface this volume, numbered page 

115 will be page 121 in the pdf file.  

Given that the mid-December revelations that the publications of C. E. Raimond 

were identified as authored by Elizabeth Robins, this is the first compositions by 

her since the 1890 essay in her own name, Across America with the Junius Brutus 

Booth, http://www.jsu.edu/robinsweb/docshort/acramjbb.html. The Daily 

Chronicle published her letter to the editor of 16 December of 1898 justifying her 

rationale for a pseudonym, reproduced from her scrapbook at: 

http://www.jsu.edu/robinsweb/openq/opqaddre.html 

Under C. E. Raimond, Robins had published 3 novels, a collection of short stories, 

along with several others remaining uncollected or published anonymously.  

She was of course primarily known during this decade as actor of Ibsen roles.  

Note that Kipling's poem "The White Man's Burden" is published on same page as 

Robins. During the suffrage years, Kipling would publish (in 1911) the poem "The 

Female of the Species" which suffrage militants took as an affront. Its last verse 

points out: "And Man knows it! Knows, moreover, that the Woman that God gave 

him / Must command but may not govern—shall enthral but not enslave him." 

Especially offensive, perhaps is Kipling's use of his refrain line, That the Female of 

Her Species is more deadly than the Male, illustrating his thesis with the fierce 

behavior of cobras, bears, and the Chocktaw and Huron tribes of Native Americans 

whom the Jesuits encountered. See the Kipling Society for that poem and its 

contexts, http://www.kiplingsociety.co.uk/rg_female1.htm 

Page images for an earlier edition of The British Merlin can be found at Open 

Library, a copy from John Adams Library. Perhaps the interspersed red ink was an 

additional attraction to a very young Anglophile:  

https://openlibrary.org/books/OL25492957M/Rider's_British_Merlin 

Correction from the biography published in 1994. The date of the essay is 

inaccurate on page 283. Sue Thomas has the correct date.  
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