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Ignition —I/gnition is a blindingly fast, raucously energetic concert opener that
derives its title from the consecutive rising three-note cells that are the building blocks
for almost the entire work. However, the.energy unleashed in the music and the
imagery of the title serve both as a metaphor for the “spark” of creativity, and as a
“celebration in sound” for those who find and follow their own life’s passion and pass it
along to others, “igniting” the flame for another generation.

Liturgical Dances—On a personal level, Liturgical Dances sums up the
remembrance of an earlier time when the composer was a student at Central
Methodist College and a member of Phi Mu Alpha Sinfonia. The composition displays
two images; the first, a prelude of reflection on the emotional and spiritual bonds that
unite men of like hearts; and secondly, exuberant praise and celebration, not only for
the service of men to their vocations, but also to a glorious Lord, who created music
that man would have a wonderful vehicle with which to exhibit his exhilaration with life!
Liturgical Dances is subtitled, Benedicamus Socii Domine, which translates, “Let us
[all], as companions, Praise the Lord!”

As Summer Was Just Beginning—James Byron Dean (1931-1955) experienced
the brightest and briefest movie career ever. In 16 months he made three movies:
East of Eden, Rebel Without A Cause and Giant. Only the first had been released
when he was killed in a car accident at age 24. His death on September 30, 1955,
sparked an unparalled outpouring of sorrow. For three years after his death, Warner
Brothers received more letters to him than to any living actor. And the James Dean
phenomenon has never really ended. Thousands still come to the little town of
Fairmount, Indiana, to see the farm where he grew up and to visit his grave there. His
familiar image appears worldwide on posters and T-shirts. He has been the subject of
many books, songs, TV documentaries, plays, movies, and hundreds of magazine
articles. Fifty years after his death, James Dean is still a hero to his own generation
and to succeeding generations who keep his legend alive.

Puszta—This suite was written in 1987, and consists of 4 separate dances which
don't have any thematic correlation with each other. All themes and melodies are
originally written (without using authentic folk dances or tunes). In other words: the
composer tried to write a dance suite 'in the style of ...". For some, they sound a little
familiar to Brahms' or Dvorak’s Hungarian and Slavonic dances or to some parts of
Liszts' Hungarian Rhapsodies. By the way: the "Puszta" is a vast prairie in Hungary
where gypsies used to move around with their (wild) horses. The alternation of
'temperamental' and 'melancholic' themes and moods is typical for the gypsy music as
are the tempo changes. The instrumentation is very bright and colorful, bringing all
sections of the symphonic wind band to the fore.

Pas Redoublé—Pas Redoublé is a fast concert march (double-quick step)
reminiscent of Offenbach. It was originally written for 4-hand piano. It consists of an
introduction, three themes seperated by interludes, a return of the first theme, the
second and third themes combined and a coda.
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