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First Year Experience
First Year Experience Programs

Gamecock Orientation
Orientation introduces the JSU undergraduate community 
to upcoming students from an academic and personal per- 
spective. They provide information and assistance to you 
and your family so that you may succeed academically 
and develop socially. 

GO! Leaders share their own experiences with students as a 
source of support and information. Students are placed in small 
group settings so that they may begin forging new relationships 
while also being provided information on the variety of student 
services offered on campus so they will feel comfortable navi-
gating the university on their own.

Freshman Forum
This organization is an Elite Freshman Leadership Institute that 
allows freshmen at JSU to gain valuable leadership skills that 
will help them throughout college and in their careers. Freshman 
Forum is made up of the elite students of the freshman class.

First-Year Mentorship Program
This program is designed to help increase retention for both the 
first year and upper-level students involved while increasing the 
effectiveness of the SSC 101 First Year Experience course.

Upperclassmen act as mentors for students enrolled in SSC 
101. Mentors will have the opportunity to learn, reflect, and 
grow while being assisted by instructors. These students will 
also help first year students transition to JSU by sharing 
their experiences, providing support, and creating a 
sense of belonging.

First-Time Freshmen Courses

Unconditionally Admitted Students

SSC 101: First Year Experience
College integration seminar providing supportive guidance 
to students in transition from high school to college. Topics 
discussed include how to: utilize JSU’s learning management 
system and other online tools, identify potential careers and de-
velop a relationship with an academic and career advisor, know 
and understand JSU policies, become active in JSU activities 
for students, become familiar with student services, and acquire 
knowledge and skills necessary to prosper as a JSU student. 
Required for all first-time freshmen. Students aged 25 and older 
are exempt. 
Grades: Pass/No Credit.

Conditionally Admitted Students

SSC 104: Academic Success Skills
Individualized freshman seminar providing supportive guidance 
in study skills, problem-solving, decision-making, and college 
adjustment. Open to freshmen only. 
Grades: A, B, C, NC.
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Jax MIX Competencies

Communication 
As effective communicators, students will be able to generate 
ethical communications that have a clear purpose and are well 
organized, grammatically correct, and appropriate to
the audience.

Critical thinking
As critical thinkers, students will be able to reason quantitatively, 
logically, and/or symbolically to analyze and resolve problems.

Collaboration
As effective team members, students will be able to develop rap-
port with others to achieve group cohesion and work effectively 
and respectfully to develop and accomplish a common goal.

Jax MIX Information
Jax MIX Introduction

Jax MIX Overview
Jax MIX is a signature general education program where stu-
dents develop their human potential with engaging faculty in 
courses that merge innovation & experience.

Jax MIX Mission
To prepare students to be competent, ethical professionals 
and engaged, responsible, global citizens through core edu- 
cation centered on human communication, experience, ex- 
pression, and inquiry. Students are encouraged through general 
education to reach for connections, engage with experiences, 
and discover opportunities as they develop skills essential for 
employability and lifelong learning.

Make connections
Explore ideas
Develop skills
Prepare for the future

Communication (12 hrs):
Category of courses that

includes English com-
position, speech, math

Experience (12 hrs):
Category of courses

that includes social and
behavioral sciences

Expression (9 hrs):
Category of courses
that includes fine arts

and humanities

Inquiry (8 hrs):
Category of courses that
includes physical, earth,

and life sciences

E x p e r i e n c e E x p r e s s i o n I n q u i r y

C
om

m u n i c a t i o
n

Explore Jax MIX

Want to find out more about general education?
Please scan the QR code to explore the four groups of the 
general education program. Find out what courses fall under 
each category to best suit your academic needs!
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Focus Course Information

Students may choose a cluster of three courses (9 hours)
as a focus. Each focus features a core course and two elective 
courses; students may choose from the following: Community 
Engagement, Environmental Stewardship, Ethical Leadership, 
These five focus options resonate with students and employers, 
so that students may choose a pathway through general educa-
tion and to achieve 1) an accomplishment for a résumé and 2) 
first step towards a badged microcredential. 

Every current undergraduate student may choose to pursue a 
focus, regardless of their catalog year. Statewide articulation 
agreements mean that courses transferred from another Ala-
bama institution, including community colleges, will be eligible 
for the focus course clusters. 

Upon completion of Focus courses, students will see a course 
tag in Canvas Credentials, our badging software.  A course tag 
may be awarded temporarily based on information in the Can-
vas gradebook; if final grades / course completion conflict with 
that course tag award, the tag may be removed later.

Badged Microcredentials

Microcredentials are signified by a digital badge. Jax MIX 
microcredentials require a 3-course focus plus attendance 
at three events connected to that focus, a work product, and 
reflection related to the focus. After successful completion 
of a focus and attending three events, students register for a 
microcredential course to submit a work product and reflection.
The “work product” may be a longer traditional project from any 
course, an internship, study abroad, research, community ser-
vice, etc. Sample “work products” and more information about 
the guided reflection are available in the badge courses. 

Students planning to acquire a badge should enroll in the ap-
propriate badge course in the semester planned for completion 
of the work product and reflection.

Badge Courses: MIX 295 Community Engagement Badge, MIX 
296 Environmental Stewardship Badge, MIX 297 Ethical Lead-
ership Badge, MIX 298 Global Connections Badge, MIX 299 
Media Literacy Badge
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Focus Options

Community Engagement
Learn about community needs, implementing initiatives, and 
effective community interventions.

Media Literacy
Identify credible sources, recognize misinformation, and 
navigate responsible consumption of a variety of resources, 
references, and media.

Environmental Stewardship
Discover the interconnections between natural systems and 
human activities; explore solutions that balance ecological 
responsibility and social equity.

Global Connections
Discover various cultural perspectives and the importance of 
diverse human identities and conditions historically and globally.

Ethical Leadership
Develop ethical awareness and leadership skills necessary for 
responsible decision-making and organizational success in 
contemporary society.

Focus Course Guide
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Student Friendly Course Descriptions



16

Student Friendly Course Descriptions



17

Student Friendly Course Descriptions



18

Student Friendly Course Descriptions



19

Student Friendly Course Descriptions



20

Student Friendly Course Descriptions



21

Student Friendly Course Descriptions



22

Student Friendly Course Descriptions



23

Student Friendly Course Descriptions



24

Student Friendly Course Descriptions



25

Student Friendly Course Descriptions



26

Student Friendly Course Descriptions



27

Student Friendly Course Descriptions



28

Student Friendly Course Descriptions



29

Student Friendly Course Descriptions



30

Student Friendly Course Descriptions



31

Student Friendly Course Descriptions



32

Student Friendly Course Descriptions



33

Scan the QR code to let us know about your experience at the GO! orientation!
At Jax State, we want to know what YOU think! 

GO! Survey 
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