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How to Use this Template

Title Page
· Replace text enclosed in brackets [  ] with your own content.
· The thesis title should be formatted in sentence case (i.e. only the first word and proper nouns should be capitalized). 
· Use the name for your program as it appears in the JSU Graduate Catalog.
· Please do not add any other content or change the formatting of the Title Page.

Preliminary Pages 
· Do not modify the wording or formatting of any headings on the preliminary pages.
· Retain all headings in the order provided in this template.
· Replace all text enclosed in brackets [  ] with your own content.
· Delete or replace instructional text [displayed in purple] before submitting your manuscript.

Manuscript Content Pages
· The remainder of the template starting with “Table of Contents” is offered as guidance only and is not intended to be prescriptive. You should adapt it to fit the specific requirements and conventions of your discipline.
· Following publishing conventions, this template uses Roman numerals for the preliminary pages and Arabic numerals for the main body. Adjust the numbering as required by your discipline; however, please ensure that the title page does not display a page number.
· If you include blank pages in your manuscript, please mark the blank pages with: “This page was intentionally left blank.”
ABSTRACT
[Abstract text - max 250 words]


DECLARATION BY AUTHOR
Start this section on a new page. All doctoral manuscripts must include this text verbatim.
This manuscript is composed of my original work, and contains no material previously published, written by another person, or generated by artificial intelligence (AI), except where clearly referenced and acknowledged either in the main text or the preliminary pages of this thesis. 
I have clearly stated the contribution of others to my manuscript, including statistical assistance, survey design, data analysis, significant technical procedures, professional editorial advice, use of AI tools, financial support and any other original research work used or reported in my thesis. The content of my manuscript is the result of work I have carried out since the commencement of my doctoral candidature and does not include a substantial part of work that has been submitted to qualify for the award of any other degree or diploma in any university or other tertiary institution. I have clearly stated which parts of my manuscript, if any, have been submitted to qualify for another award.
I acknowledge that an electronic copy of my manuscript must be lodged with the Digital Commons of the Houston Cole Library and, subject to the policy and procedures of Jacksonville State University, the manuscript must be made available for research and study in accordance with the Copyright Act 1968 unless a period of embargo has been approved by the Dean of Graduate Studies.
I acknowledge that copyright of all material contained in my manuscript resides with the copyright holder(s) of that material. Where appropriate I have obtained copyright permission from the copyright holder to reproduce material in this thesis and have sought permission from co-authors for any jointly authored works included in the thesis.



USE OF ARTIFICIAL INTELLIGENCE
Start this section on a new page.
This table should be used to provide readers with an overview of how Artificial Intelligence (AI) tools were used in your research and in the preparation of this manuscript. You do not need to list every prompt or interaction; where AI was used multiple times for similar tasks, report this once and include one or two indicative examples. 

	AI Tool
	Purpose of Use
	Indicative Prompts 
	Thesis Section

	{Name and version of AI tool}
	{How you used the AI tool, e.g., data analysis, literature review assistance, language editing}
	{Indicative prompts or queries you entered into the AI tool}
	{Specific chapters or sections affected}



How to complete your AI declaration table:
1. AI Tool: Clearly identify the name and version of each AI tool you used (e.g., ChatGPT 4.0, Grammarly).
1. Purpose of Use: Describe how you used the AI tool in your research or writing process.
1. Indicative Prompts: Provide one or two indicative prompts or instructions to demonstrate the use case. Where AI was used repeatedly for the same purpose (e.g., language editing), list the use case once and include one example prompt that is typical of that use. Focus on initial or representative prompts that demonstrate the use case, rather than complete conversational or iterative prompt sequences.
1. Thesis Section: Specify the chapter(s) or page(s) in your thesis where AI-generated content or assistance was used.
Repeated use of the same prompt to improve clarity across multiple chapters should be reported once, not chapter by chapter. As a guide, most theses will require no more than 5 to 10 rows in total, if any.

If AI was not used in your research or thesis preparation, then state “No artificial intelligence used” under this heading. 


Example of a Completed AI Declaration Table:
	AI Tool
	Purpose of Use
	Indicative Prompts
	Thesis Section

	Microsoft Copilot
	Language editing for clarity and academic tone (repeated use)
	"Edit the following paragraph for clarity and academic tone without changing meaning."
	Chapters 1-6 (various sections)

	ChatGPT 4.0
	Assisted in brainstorming and refining research questions.
	"Generate research questions related to sustainable urban development."
	Chapter 1: Introduction 
(pp. 3-5)

	Elicit
	Curated and summarised relevant research papers, identifying key themes.
	"Summarise recent studies on sustainable urban development."
	Chapter 2: Literature Review 
(pp. 15-30)

	IBM Watson Studio
	Processed large datasets to recognise patterns and build predictive models.
	N/A (data input and model training)
	Chapter 4: Data Analysis 
(pp. 50-70)

	Grammarly
	Enhanced grammar, style, and academic tone throughout the thesis.
	N/A (automated grammar and style suggestions)
	Entire thesis

	Syntho
	Generated synthetic datasets to address data scarcity and preserve privacy.
	N/A (synthetic data generation)
	Chapter 3: Methodology 
(pp. 35-40)



Additional important considerations:
1. You are accountable for all content included in your thesis, including material generated or assisted by AI. Ensure that all AI-generated content is accurate and original.
1. AI tools are often automatically enabled on internet search engines; it is the student's responsibility to recognize and include such use in this table.
1. Never input sensitive or confidential data into AI tools due to privacy and security risks.
1. Do not credit AI tools as authors. Clearly acknowledge their assistance as outlined above.
1. Some publishers do not permit AI-generated or AI-assisted text, so this should be considered if the chapter is intended for publication.
[bookmark: OLE_LINK1][bookmark: OLE_LINK2]EDITORIAL ASSISTANCE
If any professional editorial advice was received, include the name of the editor and a brief description of the service rendered. See our online Thesis Preparation Guide for further advice. If no editorial assistance was received, then state “No editorial assistance” under this heading.

RESEARCH INVOLVING HUMANS OR ANIMALS
All research involving human or animal subjects requires prior ethical review and approval by an independent review committee. Jacksonville State University’s Institutional Review Board (IRB) is charged with protecting the rights and welfare of human subjects involved in research activities conducted under the authority of the university. The Institutional Animal Care & Use Committee (IACUC) oversees research involving live vertebrate animals. Dissertation candidates conducting research with humans or animals are responsible for gaining needed approvals and complying with all required protocols.  
Please provide details of any ethics approvals obtained including the ethics approval number and name of approving committees. A copy of the ethics approval letter must be included in the thesis appendix.

If no humans or animals were involved in this research please state: “No animal or human subjects were included in this research.”
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